
KERN SWIM COUNCIL 
 

ETHICS IN THE SPORT OF SWIMMMING 
 

I.  Policy Statement 
 The Kern Swim Council (KSC) is committed to the exhibition of sportsmanlike and 
ethical behaviors in and around all athletic contests.  All contests must be safe, courteous, fair, 
controlled, and orderly for all athletes and fans alike. 
 It is the intent of the KSC that violence in any form not be tolerated.  In order to enforce 
this policy, the KSC has established rules and regulations which set forth the manner of 
enforcement and the penalties incurred when violation of the policy occurs.  The rules and 
regulations shall focus upon the responsibility of the coach to teach and demand high standards of 
conduct and to enforce the rules and regulations set forth by KSC. 
 The KSC requires the following Code of Ethics be issued each year and requires signing 
by student athletes, parent/guardian and coaches each year prior to participation as a guide to 
govern their behavior.   
 
II. Code of Ethics 

1.   To emphasize the proper ideas of sportsmanship, ethical conduct and fairness. 
2.   To eliminate all possibilities which tend to destroy the best values of the sport. 
3.   To stress the values derived from participating. 
4.   To show courtesy to visiting teams and officials. 
5.   To establish a good relationship between visitors and hosts. 
6.   To respect the integrity and judgment of the officials. 
7.   To achieve a thorough understanding and acceptance of the rules of the sport and the 

standards of eligibility. 
8.   To encourage leadership and good judgment by team members. 
9.   To recognize that the purpose of athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, 

social and emotional well being of the individual participants. 
10.   To remember that an athletic contest is only a game, not a matter of life and death for 

player, coach, school, official, parent, fan or nation. 
   

I have read and I understand the Policy Statement, the Code of Ethics, and the Violations and 
Minimum Penalties (attached) of the “Ethics in Sports” policy.  I agree to abide by the policy 
and related consequences while participating in the Kern Swim Council Swimming program, 
regardless of context, site of jurisdiction. 
 
___________________     __________________       _______ 
          Athlete’s Signature                                     Printed Name                             Date 
 
___________________     __________________________ 
             Parent Signature                                                            Team 
 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 
__________________________________           ___________________________________ 
                       Coach                                                                      Site Administrator 
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III. Violations and minimum penalties 
(Applicable to players, parents and coaches from time of departure until time of 

return from all swim practices and swim meets) 
 
Act      Penalties 
1. First ejection of player, parent or coach from       Ineligible for the next KSC contest or 
a contest or Scrimmage for unsportsmanlike   event to be carried over to next season. 
conduct. 
 
 
2. An ejected coach, player or parent must leave the site of the event.  This person may have 

no contact with his/her team during the remainder of the event. 
 

3. A swim council board (President, Secretary, one elected member) will determine what 
sanctions will be enforced against swimmer, parent, or coach.  Depending on the nature 
of the infraction. The swimmer, parent, or coach may be suspended for a number of 
meets or for the remainder of the season. 

 
 

 
APPEALS PROCEDURE… First and Second Ejection 
  An appeal of the ineligibility of a player, parent or coach may be made in writing to the 
KSC Eligibility Committee. The committee will act with due diligence and their decision is 
final. 
 
PHYSICAL ASSAULT 
 Any parent/guardian, fan, player or coach who physically assaults an event official or 
coach shall be banned for the remainder of the season.  An event official is defined as a 
referee, umpire or any other official assigned to interpret or enforce rules of competition at an 
event.  


